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Tam Shuk Kwan, Kate
R
Geography, Year 2

T had never been to To Kwa Wan before I joined this summer programme. I used to think that
To Kwa Wan was simply an old district in Kowloon. Having visited the district in person and
listened to the sharing of the tour guide, I gained a deeper understanding of the district. In
addition to being a physical place, To Kwa Wan is essentially a community marked by an acute
sense of human touch, as well as an old district undergoing urban renewal. There is a vivid
memory that lives in my mind: I was intently searching for the assembly point after a break
when an old lady came and checked in with me upon noticing my worried face. Her regards
warmed my heart. I think this sort of heartwarming tenderness, even more heartwarming than
neighbourly care, is unique and native to To Kwa Wan. At the end of the day, urban renewal is
a fate from which To Kwa Wan cannot escape; I understand that all good things must come to
an end, and that “out with the old, in with the new”. Time passes and things change. What has
existed is destined to be part of history eventually. No matter how things change, one’s memory
remains unchanged and the same. There is always one To Kwa Wan that lives in the very heart
of every one of us.

Irecorded the ongoing urban renewal that To Kwa Wan has been experiencing by photographing
one of the distinctive streets of To Kwa Wan—Ngan Hon Street. Ngan Hon Street is special in
that one side of it is a row of shops still in business, with another side of it being a row of shops
forced to be either closed or relocated. It is very telling of the situation that the district is now in.
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Ma Chun Yin, Augustus
BEE

Geography, Year 4

Recent redevelopment plans have turned the spotlight on To Kwa Wan, a seaside neighbourhood.
With To Kwa Wan residents sitting on the same boat, will these memories sink into oblivion?
Will they, and how long will they remain and shine?

Acting as boats, the locals there are carriers of local memories. Perhaps the key to make stories
long lasting is to be transparent, so that more light can travel through and let the memories
shine. Garages. Dirty ground. These may not manage to leave a pleasant impression to those
from other inner-city areas. Nonetheless, under the superficial surface could be memories that
resonate with other groups of people. Here is the problem: What memories will they resonate
with? It is similar to the inconsistent transparency of butter paper; one should always be
selective and tailor-make stories for different people.
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Lim Ching Yung, Angela
HisE
Visual Arts, Year 4

To Kwa Wan, to me, is just like a parallel universe that is alien to me.

Setting foot in the district for the first time; waves of suffocating heat, the rowdy clamour of
voices, the narrow lanes, the densely packed blocks of local shops, none of them failing to give
a spur to all our senses.

Gazing at the buildings set to be rebuilt, the flaking concrete walls, the worn-out canvas
canopies, the rusty metal gates with carved patterns, the mouldy crinkly posters, the scattered

clusters of bamboos for scaffolding, all reminiscent of the glow and glory that no longer prevail.

Strolling and strolling. The sunset is exceptionally charming, only that it is near dusk.
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Lam Ying Yee, Athena
HEE

Pharmacy in Chinese Medicine, Year 1

My work captures what gives To Kwa Wan the distinctive local colour it has as well as some of
the most remarkable objects in the district. I hope that you, by looking at it, will recall the good
old days, hold them dear, and keep them deep inside your heart.
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Chong Hiu Wing, Eunice
HEisEsE
Visual Arts, Year 2

1 drew this painting to present To Kwa Wan. As I explored the district, I came across a lot of
stories from the residents, which were unforgettable. When I looked up, I saw a blue sky and
tong laus. Tong laus in To Kwa Wan are not only colourful but also unique in their own ways.
The colours on their walls stood the test of time, just like the sense of neighbourly friendliness,
despite being scrubbed year after year. Though things are going to fade, such beautiful
collective memories will be preserved.
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Chun Siu Ting, Sibyl
=Mz

Education Studies, Year 4

1 believe everyone who lives in To Kwa Wan is familiar with this logo of a red apple. I lived
here when I was a little kid, and many of my first times took place here. I went to kindergarten
and had some great times with my family in the park. We always lingered in and around the
“Red Apple Wet Market”. My mum took me and my brother to the library on the 5th floor of
this building. Iwas curious about why an apple would hang on the wall. T came back to where
1 grew up, and, to me, it is reminiscent of my childhood. Ihope this work resonates with you.
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Chiu Wing Chi, Wing
ik £E
Biology, Year 1

My work presents what To Kwa Wan is like in my eyes: The restaurants, the stores, the garages,
and that one unique menu from one particular restaurant, which is even more impressive. They
have now been all closed, with their gates shut down and locked, because of urban renewal
plans. Fragments of life in To Kwa Wan have been collected and displayed at ToHome in hope
of letting those from other districts know more about To Kwa Wan. Unfortunately, ToHome
was one of those places targeted by the plans. It is believed that, in the near future, children can
only hear the stories of this place from their seniors, with nothing but imagination to resort to
when they are told of the human touch that characterised old To Kwa Wan, while what they will
see may be bunches of skyscrapers and high-class residential buildings.
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Chan Wing Ho, Daniel
T
Pharmacy in Chinese Medicine, Year 1

To attend the workshop, I went to To Kwa Wan, which is currently undergoing urban renewal.
The traditional green mailbox, buildings being reconstructed and tong laus were all fresh to me
and to my senses. What impressed me the most was the sharp contrast between the two sides
of a certain street, one being a row of traditional tong laus and the other being a collection of
newly-built fancy residential buildings. The sense of two eras intersecting coming from that
view cleansed my soul.

For this reason, I have drawn the tong laus and streets according to the way they left their
impressions on my mind. By simply using lines to outline the structure of the tong laus, I hope
the viewer may directly have a mental picture of the scenery of To Kwa Wan and help pass on
the glory of this district.
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Lam Cheuk Kit, David Wong Yun Kit, Edward
MR Fim

Geography, Year 3 Physics, Year 2




Leung Wing Yin, Wing Tam Shuk Kwan, Kate
s L) AR ES

BBA, Year 3 Geography, Year 2




Wong Kui Sum, Sam Wong Ka Ming, Kaming
FIBER JE=RHA

History, Year 2 Visual Arts, Year 4




Cao Kai Ying, Chaiying
HalE

Master in Business Management, Year 1

Lee Chi Yum, Haylie
FHE

Chinese Language and Literature, Year 4
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Chui Wan Shu, Bobo Ng Hau Kin, Matthew
R RER

Biology, Year 1 Creative Communication, Year 1




